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Winnie Kao

SEP 13, 1963 - MAY 16, 2019

W innie Yingyi Kao, beloved wife, daughter, sister, and auntie, died on May 16th.
She was 55 years old. She was born September 13, 1963 in Hong Kong, and
lived in California since 1977 when her family moved here. After attending Peterson
High School in Sunnyvale, she graduated with an engineering degree from the
University of California at Berkeley followed by a master’s degree in engineering from
Santa Clara University. Following university studies, she started her career at AMD and
then Hewlett-Packard where she met her husband, and after that Google, Visa, and
Infoblox. She and her husband Lee were married at the Stanford Memorial Church in
April 1999.Winnie had a passion for language, and in addition to English was fluent in
Mandarin, Cantonese, and Shanghainese, as well as having experience with German,
French, and Japanese. Love of language, love of music, and a keen intellectual
curiosity, are among the many things she shared with her husband. Winnie possessed
a peerless level of energy at her core. She was always reading a book, taking a class,
practicing yoga, hiking in the mountains, always engaged. On a Mediterranean cruise
ship in recent years, she was the star of the Zumba class. She loved fine cuisine, once
taking a four-day, culinary trip to New York City with her husband. Her curiosity and
empathy for other cultures led her to travel the world:- Winnie’s kindness, warmth, and
love, often expressed in a smile or a wave touched her family, friends, colleagues,
neighbors, and everyone she came in contact with. She had uncountable close friends
stretching back to her primary school days in Hong Kong and every period in
between. She was maid of honor to half a dozen very close friends. Nothing was more
important to her than her family and her friends.She is survived by her husband Lee
Cosart, her mother Elizabeth Kao, her brother Richard Kao, her sister Janet Kao, and
predeceased by her father Singyao Kao. Above everything else, she was devoted to her
husband and all her family.Service A memorial service will be held Tuesday May 28, at
10 a.m. at Skylawn Memorial Park, Highway 92 and Skyline Blvd, San Mateo.Donation
Memorial donations may be made to Stanford Health Care. Link:
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A Chung posted:

Winnie, thinking of you as | look back on our campus life at UCB and our collaboration at CAAEN
through IBM and HP. Wishing you a happy day in heaven and all the best.

July 14 at 1:17 PM

Louise Yeung posted:

| first saw Winnie some 42+ years ago during morning assembly when we were in neighboring
classes at St Mary's in Hong Kong. Her large eyes and high twin pig tails caught my eyes. She was
happy and active. We never talked much, because she left for the States shortly. Years passed,
somehow we ran into each other in the Bay Area. Since she and | are rare women electrical
engineers, we quickly became friends, sharing stories from the past, present and foretelling what the
future would be like. We did fun things like trying out restaurants. But she was far more adventurous
than me. She told me one day she would be going bungee jumping in some dare devil place that |
now forgot the name of. Fast forward, Winnie and | were brushing up our skills at playing GO in her
mom's home. Neither of us had played it more than once or twice before. Winnie had been in cancer
treatment for about two months. She was tired, lost weight and could not walk. We played for quite a
while, like 45 minutes. She actually beat me at the end. Her intelligence, will power and good spirit
were apparent. Fast backward — it was May 1st. Winnie was no longer in treatment. We just felt every
visit was a precious visit. | noticed her mental alertness did not diminish a bit. We brought her out of
bed to sit at the dining table. She told me the roses were from her big sister-in-law when | casually
commented how lovely and large they were. Winnie never ceased to amaze. Then | gave her about 3-
4 shallow spoonfuls of avocado cucumber puree — a detox recipe | had acquired for my husband's
own cancer treatment. She opened her mouth to taste, even though she was so tired. She was not
eating it because she was hungry but because she was appreciative. Winnie always put everyone
else above herself. | am so sad to see Winnie gone way too soon. My fond memory of her is that she
was intelligent, adventurous, possessed sheer will power, always eager to learn something new, try
something new, never ceased to amaze, appreciative and always put everyone else above herself. |
hope her spirit lives on among all of us and she is at peace in the universe, looking for her next
adventure.

May 26 at 2:12 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Winnie by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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